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Two members of the Eritrean resistance, speaking via a secure connection,
described conditions inside the country. said tension in the capital, Asmara, is
high, with reports of trucks filled with Ethiopian “mercenaries” — from the
Tigray People’'s Democratic Movement (TPDM), known locally as Demhit,
which Eritrea supports — ringing the city.”

October 25, Paris — This Saturday morning, two Eritrean journalists in exile
and two European journalists, the British Martin Plaut and 1 had a telephone
conversation for over an hour with movement activists Arbi Harnet Asmara.
The appointment had been madeand coordinated by activists in Europe from
the network of internal resistance and the interview took place via a secure
connection with a thousand precautions; and of course a preliminary agree-
ment on the guarantee of anonymity our stakeholders and the interference of
their voice if we chose to broadcast the recording of our discussion. Their
names were also changed. We were able to ask the questions we wanted.

These are the voices of men determined, thoughtful and well articulated in
Tigrinya. They pass the phone to each other, depending on the question. Sami
gives a first response followed by Temesgen. The conversation starts with an
update on the tense situation in the capital. Last 48 hours, several reports
indicate deployment in the suburbs of Asmara sixty trucks and several hun-
dred infantry men of the Ethiopian Tigray rebellion called “ Demhit ”( Tigray
People’s Democratic Movement, TPDM ), which regularly plays role of auxil-
iary militia of the Eritrean ruling junta. Having no confidence in his own army,
Afeworki regularly uses this force of tens of thousands of men, according to
the UN , to maintain order or do the dirty work. Sami and Temesghen
confirm.*
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