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“He was elected in 1932. Assuming the Presidency at depth of
the Great Depression, Franklin Delano Roosevelt helped the American
people regain faith in themselves. He brought hope as he promised
prompt vigorous action, and asserted his Inagural address, “the only
thing we have to fear is fear itself”. The “country asks for action, and
action now. Our greatest primary task is to put people to work”.
Though dearly ailing, he was leading the nation at the time of war. He
used a wheelchair, but he was careful never to be seen in it in public.
In February 1933, Roosevelt escaped an assassination attempt. He
dumped his left-leaning vice president, Henry Wallace, in favour of
Senater Harry S. Truman, and together they won the race. He brought
in a team of first —rate thinkers and drew on their ideas as he saw fit”.
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