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“According to the ICTR, the term Interahamwe derives from two words intera and hamwe. Intera
comes from the verb ‘gutera’ which can mean to attack, to work or to kill. 'Hamwe' means
together. Therefore Interahamwe could mean to attack or to work together, and, depending on
the context, to kill together. The Interahamwe were a youth movement. During the war, the term
also covered anyone who had anti-'l:utsi tendencies, irrespective of their political background.”
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